
This camera manual library is for reference and historical purposes, all rights reserved.  
This page is copyright by mike@butkus.org   M. Butkus, N.J.  

This page may not be sold or distributed without the expressed 
permission of the producer  

I have no connection with any camera company 

If you find this manual useful, how about a donation of $3 to: M. Butkus, 29 Lake 
Ave., High Bridge, NJ 08829-1701 and send your E-mail address too so I can thank 
you. Most other places would charge you $7.50 for a electronic copy or $18.00 for a 

hard to read Xerox copy. These donations  allow me to continue to buy new manuals 
and maintain these pages.  It'll make you feel better, won't it? 

If you use Pay Pal, use the link below. Use the above address for a check, M.O. or 
cash.  Use the E-mail of butkusmi@ptd.net for PayPal. 

 
 

 
 

back to my “Orphancameras” manuals /flash and light meter site  
Only one “donation” needed per manual, not per multiple section of a manual ! 

The large manuals are split only for easy download size. 

www.orphancameras.com

http://www.butkus.org/chinon
http://www.paypal.com


Nikon

INSTRUCTION MANUAL

EI

www.orphancameras.com



f iloMENcLAruRE
O Shutter speed/AsA/lSO film speed ring ADR window @

@ Shutter release button

@ Shutter release l ingerguard

@ Neckstrap eyelet

@ Depth-of-f ield preview lever

@ Self-t imer lever

@ Lens mounting f lange

@ fitm advance lever

Meter coupling lever @

Sync cord terminal @

Lens mounting index @

Focusing screen release latch @

Lens release button @

Reflex mirror @

Film sprockets @

@ Ready-light

@ Viewfinder eyepiece

@ Rewind fork

@ Shutter curtains

@ fi tm cartr idge chamber

@ Fi lm guide p in

@ f i tm guide ra i ls

Serial number @

Film takeup spool @

Fi lm ant i -cur lrol ler @

@ Data back contacts Lockingcatch @
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@ Depth-of-f  ield indicators /Lens mounting r ing Distance scale @

@ Aperture/Focusing index

@ Infrared comoensation index

@ Meter coupling shoe

@ Meter  coupl ing r idge

Focusing r ing @

Aoerture scale @

Aperture r ing @

ADR scale @ff i l t

#$riltii
,rlii i

@ Hot-shoe contact

@ Ready-l ight contact

@ Accessory shoe

@ Camera back lock lever

@ fi tm rewind knoo

@ f i tm rewind crank

@ f i tm p lane ind icator

@ Motor drive coupling

@ Fitm rewind button

Shutter speed index @

Shutter speed dial @

Mult iple exposure lever @

Frame counter @

ASA/ISO f i lm speed indicator @

ASA/lSO f i lm speed dial @

Film pressure plate @

@ Motor  dr ive shut ter  coupl ing Tripod socket @

Motor drive electr ical contacts @

Battery chamber l id @

@ Memo holder

Camera back @
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* FoREwoRD
Welcome to the FM2's unique world of photography! With an
unprecedented maximum shutter speed of 1/4000sec., your
camera is the fastest SLR available today. This feature is com-
plemented by a flash synchronization speed of '11250sec., the
fastest available in 35mm photography. That's because the
FM2 uniquely uses semi-beehive-etched, vertical-traveling,
titanium mechanical shutter curtains. Other creativity-en-
hancing features are the wide ASA/ISO range of 12 to 6400,
interchangeable focusing screens, the built-in LED ready-light
as well as capability for multiple-exposure and motor drive
photography. Additionally, the FM2 has a battery power-
saving feature: a light touch of the lockable shutter release
button activates the meter and the LED exposure display
system, which automatically switches off some 30 seconds
later. To obtain the best results with the FM2, be sure to keep
this instruct ion manual handy unti l  you've ful ly mastered
operation-just a few minutes for many years of rewarding
photography.

www.orphancameras.com



BASIC OPERATION

I Remove the battery
r r  chamber  l id  iu  .

Use a coin to unscrew the l id in a counter-
clockwise direction.

D Instal l  the battery.
- r  Wipe the bat tery  termina ls  c lean
and inser t  the bat ter ies ,  making sure that
the + s igns are up Usable  bat ter ies  are:
e  3V l i th ium bat tery  ( t  un i t )
o ' l  .55V si lver-oxide batteries, 3.1V

(2  un i t s )
o  1 .5V a lka l ine-manganese bat ter ies ,  3V,

(2  un i ts )
Caution: Keep batteries away from infants and
small children. ln case a battery is accidentally
swallowed, call a doctor immediately as the
material inside the batteries can cause serious
oroblems.

a Put the battery chamber
v' l id back in i ts place.
Slip the battery cl ip back into the camera
body baseplate and screw it  clockwise
tightly into place.
Note: For more information on batteries, refer
to page 45
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,A Fu l l  out  the f i lm advance
E'  te"er  -  to  un lock the
shutter release button z .
The f i lm advance lever doubles as a
shutter release button lock You can un-
lock the shutter release button by simply
pul l ing out the f i lm advance lever sl ightly
f rom the f lush to the standoff posit ion.

tr Press the shutter
v'  release button l ightly to
switch the erposure meter
on.
The shutter release button activates the
exposure meter when l ightly pressed The
meter i tself  stays on for approx. 30 sec.
after you have taken your f inger off the
button.

looking through the v iewf inder.  l f  one or
two of  the red LED exposure indicator
lamps inside l ights up,  th is would mean
normal condi t ion.
Note: When the shutter speed dial @ is on B
buld, none of the exposure indicator lamps will
light up. Be sure to set the dial at another posi'
tion lf none of the exposure indicator lamps
Iight up, either the battery is improperly in-
stalled-in which case you should install it
properly-or battery power is not sufficient,
in which case you should change the battery.

www.orphancameras.com



BASIC OPE RAT lO J{ - sontinued

focusing index @ on the lens with the lens mounting index @
on the camera body. Then twist the lens mounting r ing @
counterclockwise unti l  i t  cl icks into place. Confirm that the
aperture/focusing index is r ight on top.
To remove: Push the lens release button @ and turn the lens
mounting r ing clockwise unti l  the lens comes off.
Note: When changing /enses with film loaded in the camera, be careful
not to expose the mirror box to direct sunlight.

e  O p  6 0 .
- t  Pus @
counterclockwise with your index f inger
whi le  l i f t ing the f i lm rewind knob@. The
camera back wil l  pop open.

Caution: Never touch the shutter curtains.
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tr

f i lm car t r idge chamber  @ wi th  the f i lm
leader point ing towards the takeup spool
@, and push the rewind knob back down
to secure i t  in olace.
Note: You can use any of the 35mm tilm car-
tildges available on the market. lt is advisable
to handle film in the shade to avoid direct ex-
posure to sunlight

{ f l  Inser t  the f i lm leader
rY r  i n  t he  t akeup  spoo l .

Pul l  the leader across gently and insert i t
into one of the slots in the f i lm takeup
spool. Slowly rotate the takeup spool
rnwards with your thumb, making sure the
latch in the slot engages the f irst or sec-
ond oerforat ion alonq the side of the f i lm
leader.

a I  Wind the f  i lm advance
I I  I  lever to advance f i lm

onto the takeup spool .
Wind the fi lm advance lever and depress
the shutter release button unti l the fi lm
sprockets @ engage the perforations on
the edges of the fi lm. Make sure you wind
the lever fully unti l i t comes to a stop.
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BASIC OPERATION-continued

$ ru;l

aD Close the camera
r - r  back .

Close the camera back unti l  i t  snaps shut,
making sure that the perforat ions are
perfectly meshed with the sprockets and
that the f i lm is set between the f i lm guide
ra i l s  @.

@ and rotate i t  in the direct ion of the
arrow on the f i lm rewind knob unti l  i t
stops. Then fold the crank back in.

aA, Make blank exposures
r-rrr unti l  the frame

COunter is reaCheS frame 1.
Press the shutter release button and wind
the f i lm advance lever unti l  the frame
counter reaches f rame 1. As you wind the
lever, confirm that the f i lm rewind knob
rotates counterclockwise. This indicates
the f i lm has been loaded and is being
advanced correctly. l f  the knob fai ls to
rotate, reload the f i lm cartr idoe.
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{  5,  Set the ASAIISO f i lm
l l y r  speed .

Lif t  the ASA/ISO f i lm speed r ing e and
rotate i t  in either direct ion unti l  the red
ASA/lSO f i lm speed indicator @ is oppo'
site the ASA/lSO f i lm speed indication in
use Unless the f i lm speed is set correctly,
you cannot obtain correct exposure. For
f i lm speeds not indicated in the ASA/lSO
f i lm speed d ia l@, reJer  to  page 18.

{ 1:1 Hold the camera and
I vr point i t  at the subject.

Basic holding posture: Use your left  hand
to cradle the camera, with your f ingers
wraooed around the lens and the elbow
propped against your body for support,  as
you look through the viewfinder. Use your
right hand's index f inger to depress the
shutter release button and your thumb to
wind the f i lm advance lever. Wrap the
other f ingers of your r ight hand around
the camera body. You can adapt this
basic posture to both horizontal and ver-
t ical format shooting. To hold the camera
steady, i t  is advisable to lean on or against
someth ing s t rong and s tab le  (e .g . ,a  wal l ) .
Also, you can look through the viewf inder
with the r ight or left  eye, with the other
eye closed or open.

1 1
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-- BASIC OPERATIOJ{- contimued

' l2mm-diameter circle)of the f ield of view inside the viewfinder.
Then turn the shutter speed dial @ and/or lens aperture r ing @
unti l  the LED lamp for the symbol for correct exposure o
l ights  up.

lmportant! lntermediate settrngs of lens aperture but not of shutter
soeed are usable.
Note: The meter reads the light over the entire focusing screen but has
a distinct bias on the central 12 mm-diameter area.

12
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Out of focus ln focus
{ Q Focus on the subiect
r tur  by  ro ta t ing the lens

focus ing r ing +o .
The FM2 is provided with the Type K2 fo-
cusing screen as standard. Look through
the v iewf inder  whi le  turn ing the focus ing
ring unti l  the two halves of the spl i t  image
rangefinder coincide perfect ly to form a
s ing le  unbroken image and the image in
the microprism grid appears sharp. Cor-
rect focus wil l  then be secured

I J
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' BASIC OPERATIOJ{-sontinued

h

ffi
Depress the shutter
release button.

Look through the viewfinder, and depress
the shutter release button. In depressing
the shutter release button, apply l ight but
steady pressure with the bal l  of your
index f inger to avoid camera shake that
might  resu l t  in  image b lur .

far as i t  wi l l  go to transport the f i lm to the
next f  rame and ready the camera for the
next shot. Do not apply excessive pres-
sure in winding the lever. You cannot wind
the lever when the f i lm is at an end-you
should then rewind the f i lm.

Df Press the f i lm rewind
- I  I  button *s .
After the last exposure has been made,
turn the camera upside down and press
the f i lm rewind button, so that the ex-
posed f i lm can be rewound back into i ts
cartr idge. You don't  have to depress the
button al l  the wav.

1 4
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P

qrD Rewind th lm.
- - r  L i f t  the f i lm r  d  crank and
turn i t  in the direct ion of the arrow. At the
end of f i lm rewind, you wil l  feel a sl ight
resistance. Continue winding one or two
more turns unt i l  the crank fee ls  l ighter ;
th is  wi l l  ind icate  that  the f i lm leader  is
now f ul ly rewound into the cartr idge.

O.i,  Remove the f i lm
-vr  car t r idge.
Push the camera back lock lever in the
direct ion of the arrow as you l i f t  the f i lm
rewind crank to open the camera back.
Take out the f i lm cartr idge. Avoid unload-
ing f i lm in  d i rect  sun l ight .

6  A Put  the f i lm advance
3f  t  lever  back in to  p lace.
Close the camera back and push the f i lm
advance lever into place. When you're
not using the camera, you should set the
fi lm advance lever to this posit ion which
locks the shutter release button and
keeps the exposure indicator lamps in-
side the viewfinder switched off even i f
the shutter release button is accidental ly
pressed.
Note: Even if the exposure indicator lamp is lit,
it will automatically be switched off in approx.
30 sec , and the exposure measuring circuit
will simultaneously be cut off .
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CONTROLS IN DETAIL

Film advance lever @
The f i lm advance lever also functions as a lock for the shutter
release button. The shutter release button is unlocked when the
lever is pul led out to the standoff posit ion. To advance the f i lm,
wind the lever to the r ight al l  the way unti l  i t  stops. l t  auto-
matical ly returns to the standoff posit ion the moment you take
your thumb off i t .  A single, completed stroke of the lever ad-
vances the f i lm by a single frame and simultaneously cocks
the shutter.

Frame counter @
The addit ive type frame counter is graduated from S '1 2 4-
up to 36 in even numbers with odd numbers indicated by white
dots in between the even numbers. Even i f  there's no f i lm in the
camera, the frame counter is operative, advancing by a single
frame every t ime the f i lm advance lever is ful ly wound. After
frame 36 of a 36-exposure rol l  of f  i lm, the counter wi l l  not oper-
ate even i f  you repeatedly press the shutter release button and
wind the f i lm advance lever; f i lm wil l  be advanced, however,
unti l  the actual end of the f i lm rol l .  The counter is automatical ly
reset to S when the camera back is opened.

ooli6f
Gi.*

t o
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Shutter release button @
The shutter release button also serves to activate the FM2's
bui l t- in exposure meter. When the f i lm advance lever is in the
flush posit ion, the shutter release button is locked and wil l  not
operate. To release the button from its locked posit ion, pul l  out
the f i lm advance lever to the standoff posit ion. Sl ight pressure
on the shutter release button wil l  then switch on both the ex-
posure meter and the LED exposure information display inside
the viewf inder. The meter and the display remain on for approx.
30 sec. after the f inger is removed f rom the button, after which
they are automatical ly switched off to conserve battery power.
Pressing the shutter release button al l  the way down releases
the shutter When you depress the button, touch the f inger-
guard @ with the t ip of your index f inger and depress i t  l ight ly
with smooth, even pressure. This makes shutter release oper-
at ion smooth and stable. With a shutter soeed of 1/30 sec. or

slower, i t  is advisable to attach the camera to a tr ipod and use
a cable release to release the shutter, this wi l l  prevent camera
shake which results in blurred photographs. The cable con-
nector can be screwed into the hole at the center of the shutter
release button. l f  the tr ipod has a large head, contact between
the lens barrel and the head may make i t  impossible to turn the
lens aperture r ing. In this case, use ' the special tr ipod adapter
supplied with the camera between the tr iood head and the
camera body

I I
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-CONTROLS lN DETA|t-continued

ASA|ISO film speed dial @
The ASA/ISO scale on the dial has numbered sett ings for
speeds f rom ASA/lSO 12to 6400. The dots between each oair of
ASA/lSO numbers stand for intermediate sett ings, such as 64,
80, etc. The i l lustrat ion above gives the speeds for al l  inter-
mediate sett ings. ASA/lSO 100 and 400 are indicated in red as
they are used quite often.
ASA/lSO is a numerical rat ing of the f i lm's sensit ivi ty to a given
amount of l ight. The higher the number, the greater the sensi-
t ivi ty, and vice versa. The ASA/lSO of your f i lm is indicated on
the cartr idge i tself .  l t  is also printed on the f i lm carton and on
the data sheet oacked inside.

Shutter speed dial 6D I erposure
determlnation
Setting the shutter speed
To set the shutter speed, turn the shutter speed dial to the r ight
or left  unti l  the desired shutter speed number cl ick-stops and is
al igned with the shutter speed index @. The dial has indications
for B (bul 'b) and for shutter speeds f rom 1 to ' l /4OOO sec. The 250
engraved in red indicates the fastest sync speed for an electronic
f lash unit.  On B, the shutter curtains @ remain open for as long
as the shutter release button is kept depressed. 1 is for indicat-
ing one second, 2tor 112 sec., 60 for 1/60 sec. and so on. One of
the two adjoining numbers, excluding B is two t imes or 112 as
much as the exposure amount of the other number. Note that
shutter speeds between printed numbers ( i .e.,  intermediate
speeds) cannot be used. Since you can always confirm the
shutter speed number inside the viewfinder, you don't  have to
see the shutter speed dial as vou turn i t .

1B
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-GONTROLS lN DETAllrcontinued

t!*tu Mffi
Setting the aperture
The lens aperture determines the amount of l ight reaching the
fi lm plane. General ly, when you turn the aperture r ing one
graduation in the direct ion of the larger numbers, the amount is
reduced by 112. (tnis is what stopping down by one graduation
means.) On the other hand, when the aperture r ing is turned one
graduation in the direct ion of smaller numbers, the amount of
l ight is doubled. (tnis is known as opening the aperture by 1
stop.)The lens aperture r ing cl icks at the posit ion of the numbers
engraved although intermediate lens apertures are usable con-
t inuously. Lens aperture greatly affects depth of f  ield (see page
2B). With the exception of a few special lenses, Nikkor ano

Nikon Series E lenses enable ful l-aperture l ight measurement
even when the aperture r ing is moved. These lenses, which are
said to have an automatic diaphragm, stop down to the set
aperture only at the instant the shutter release button is
deoressed.

20
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Exposure determination
The amount of l ight reaching the f i lm plane is determined by a
combination of the shutter speed and the lens aperture. A
shutter speed of 1/5OO sec. lets in twice as much l ight as a set-
t ing o f  1 /1000 sec. ,  and on ly  ha l f  as  much l ight  as  1 /250 sec.  An
aperture sett ing of f  / '11 lets in twice as mucft l ight as f /16, half  as
much as f/8. Thus, i f  the correct exposure for a part icular
p ic ture- tak ing s i tuat ion is  1 /500 at  f /11,  then 11250 at  f / '16 or
1/1000 at f /B wil l  give the same exposure. l t  is very convenient
to know this interrelat ion when considering depth of f ield. The
fol lowing table i l lustrates the interrelat ion between shutter
speed and aperture.

Exposure display
The LED exposure indicator lamps can be seen on the r ight side
of the viewfield frame within the viewfinder. The shutter speed
number and f/number in use are also visible. The LED exposure
display indicates exposure f ive ways, as shown in the table
below, in accordance with the condit ions of each exposure.

As correct exposure is approached, the LED exposure display
inside the viewfinder is l iable to change rapidly and easi ly within
the very narrow range, so i t  is important to turn the lens aper-
ture r ing and shutter speed dial careful ly. Although intermediate
shutter speeds cannot be used, intermediate lens apertures
can-just turn the aperture r ing for f ine adjustment.
Note: When the shutter speed dial is set at B bulil, the LED exposure
display inside the viewf inder is turned off .

Overexposure by more than 1 stoP

Overexposure by 1/5 to 1 stoP

Correct exposure

Underexposure by 1/5 to 1 stoP

Underexposure by more than 1 stoP

21
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; *FF

I-CONTROLS TN DETAILTGONIINUEd
Metering range of exposure meter
When there is a proper combination of lens aperture and shutter
speed, o l ights up, indicating correct exposure. This sign wil l  not
l ight up when the aperture and shutter speed combination is not
suitable for correct exposure. Also, if the combination of aper-
ture and shutter speed is improper for the brightness of the
subject, the exposure meter wi l l  not give an indication for cor-
rect exposure even i f  you vary the neighboring sett ings within
a very narrow range. You should try altogether different com-
binations of aperture and shutter speed. l f  you st i l l  fai l  to obtain
an indication for correct exposure, then subject brightness is

probably beyond the metering range of the exposure meter. lt
is necessary to i l luminate the subject or to use an ND (neutral
density) f i l ter to adjust brightness. Note that in ful l-aperture
measurement, the range of brightness that can be measureo
by the meter varies with the maximum f/number of the lens
in use, as fol lows:
With a 50mm f/1.4 lens (1 sec. at ' f l i .4 and 1/4000 sec. at f /8)
and ASA/lSO 100 f i lm, the EV range is f  rom EV 1 to EV 18.
Wi th  a  ' l35mm f /2 .8 lens ( t  sec.  a I I l2 .B and 1/4000 sec.  a t  f /16)
and ASA/lSO 100 f i lm, the EV range is from EV3 to EV2O

22
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Stop-down exposure measurement
This exposure measurement method is used when the dia-
phragm on the lens does not l ink with the meter coupling lever
@ on the camera body, such as when a non-Al lens or an exten-
sion r ing is mounted on the camera. The procedure is as fol lows:
t )Set the ASA/tSO numDer.
2)Compose your picture and secure subject focus.
3) Press the shutter release button l ightly to turn the meter on.
4) Perform exposure measurement, depending on the type of

lens used:
o Lens with automatic diaphragm

Determine the correct exposure while pressing the depth-
of-f ield preview lever @ , then take your f inger off the lever
and depress the shutter release button.

o Lens without automatic diaphragm (PC-ruikkor tens)
First,  determine the correct exposure by adjusting the
shutter speed and aperture. Then, focus at ful l  aperture.
Shift  the lens so that you get the desired composit ion. Re-
turn the aperture sett ing to the preset posit ion and shoot.

.  Lens with f ixed aperture (Reflex-Nikkor lens)
Exposure cannot be changed according to the aperture be-
cause in this type of lens, the aperture is f ixed. Determine
the correct exposure by turning the shutter speed dial.  l f
correct exposure is unobtainable, use an ND (neutral den-
sity) f i l ter or change the i l lumination to adjust the exposure.

23
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'-GONTROLS lN DETAllrcontinued
Exposure measurement in special cases
The exposure meter of the Nikon FM2 adopts the center-
weighted exposure measurement system in which approxi-
mately 60ok of the total amount of l ight is measured by the
12 mm-diameter circle at the center of the focusing screen.
When the background of the main subject is too bright and the
main subject is not centered within the frame, the result rs
underexposure (see Fig. 1). When the background is too dark
and the main subject is too bright with the same framing as
above, the result is overexposure
To comoensate-
1)Focus on the main subject with the composit ion you have

in  mind.
2) Move the camera to center the main subject in the viewfinder

(see Fig. 2) and perform exposure measurement.
3) Move the camera back to the posit ion described in 1)with the

exposure sett ing described in 2) and depress the shutter
release button.

This way, you wil l  be able to obtain correct exposure

t ;  
_ l

5 6  |

a

Underexposure 
E

I-

F4

o

24 Fig.2 Correct exposure
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Duplication work and photomicrography
In copy work, sl ide duplication, and photomicrography, you
cannot obtain correct exposure by simply referr ing to the FM2's
exposure meter display because these types of photography
reoresent unusual contrast si tuations. Exposure compensation
is required. Shown here is the table of the relat ionship between
specif ic photo types and proper exposure. Since this is meant
to be a guide, in practice you should make further.compensation
by experimentation unti lyou achievelthe proper results.

r The exoosure comoensation values listed below are reference
data obtained when general-purpose f i lm was used. With color
reversal f i lm or microf i lm for dupl icat ion work, i t  is advisable to
take addit ional shots with -r one-stop exposure compensation
as these f i lms have very small  exposure lat i tude.

. To avoid vibrat ion, you can make the exposure by turning the
i l luminat ion on and of f  .

o l t  is advisable to use a cable release to avoid camera vibrat ion.

Subject Method of exposure
measuremenl

Exposure
compensation Reouired accessories Remarks

Copy work

Photographs and
pictures with continu"
ous gradation

Full-aperture
or stop-down

Compensation not
necessary

Micro-Nikkor 55 mm f/2.8
Cable release

For hioh-contrast subiects, use of an 1B%

Documents and
drawings of high
contrasl

A p p r o x .  + 1 t o  + 2
stops for black letters
on whrte background,
approx - 1/2 to - 1
stop for white letters
on black background.

ref lec lance gray card in  determin ing exposure
is  recommended.  Wi th the card,  no exposure
compensat ion is  requi red regard less of  whether
the background is  b lack or  whi te.

Sl ide
dup l ica t ion

General  f i lm wi th con.
t inuous gradat ion

Stop-down

A p p r o x . + 1 t o + 2
stops Micro-Nikkor 55 mm f/2.8

Nikon Slide Copying
Adapter PS-6

Nikon Bellows Focusing
Attachment P8-6

^ ^ L t ^  - ^ l ^ ^ ^ ^
V d U I E  I  E I E d S E

When using Nikon Slide Copying Adapter PS-6,
set the flood lamp 30cm away from its opal plate,Film of documents and

drawings photographed

A p p r o x .  + 1 - 1 1 2 I o
+ 2- l /2 stops for black
letters on white back-
orouno
0 to approx - 1/2 stop
lor white letters on
black backqround

Photomicrog raphy Prepared specimen Stop-down Approx. + 1 stop Micro l lex PFX

Generally, results come out better with more
exposure in photomicrography. The compen-
sation value on the left  is only a guide; determine
the compensation value by test shootinq.

+: more exposure; -. /ess exposure.

25
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!-COI{TROLS IN DETAllrcontinued

1 2  3

ViewfinderlYiewing & focusing
The conventional way of securing correct focus is to turn the
lens focusing r ing unti l  the image in the viewfinder appears
sharp. The K2 focusing screen that comes with the camera as
standard equipment has three focusing aids. When focusing
with the spl i t  image, turn the r ing unti l  the image in the two
halves becomes whole. With the microprism grid, turn the r ing
unti l the shimmering image appears sharp. With the matte outer
f ield, turn the r ing unti l  the image appears sharp. The spl i t- image
rangefinder works well  for subjects with definite l ines, contours
and boundaries. The microprism col lar is for focusing on fast-
moving subjects or those with indist inct l ines, while the matte
outer f ield is suitable for close-ups or when using lenses with a
maximum aperture smaller than f/4.5.

Inside the viewfinder:
1 . Fine matte/ Fresnel outer f  ield
2.  Micropr ism co l lar
3. Spl i t- image rangefinder spot
4. 12mm-diameter reference circle

There's another way of securing correct focus. Using the dis-
tance scale @ on the lens, set the focusing r ing in accordance
with the measured distance. Be sure to gauge the distance
between the subject and the f i lm plane indicator+@.
Note: The FM2 viewfinder covers approx. 93ok of the image area of the
actual photograph so the actual picture comes out larger than the image
in the viewfinder. Note that the picture cornes out tilmmed down in the
case of mounted s//des or service-size prints f rom neqatives.

26
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Spl i t - image
focusing

Microprism grid
locusing

Matte outer
f ield focusing

Out of focus ln  focus

Out of focus In focus

Out of focus ln focus

Z I

www.orphancameras.com



-GONTROLS lN DETAllrcontinued
Depth-of.fleld prevlew lever @
What depth of f ield is
When you focus on your subject at a certain aperture, you wil l
f ind that not only is the subject i tself  in focus but objects in a
certain distance range both in front of and behind i t .appear
sharp. Objects increasingly out of this range become in-
creasingly out of focus. This " in-focus zone" is known as "depth
of f ield." When this zone of sharpness is large, the depth of
f ield is said to be deep; when i t  is small ,  the depth of f ield rs
said to be shal low.
The following can be said of depth of field, given the same
focusing distance:
t)tne smaller the taking aperture ( i .e.,  tne higher the f/stop

number), the deeper the depth of f ield, and the larger the
aperture, the shal lower the depth of f  ield.

2)The farther away the subject is f  rom the lens, the deeper the
depth of f ield becomes; the closer to the lens, the shal lower
the deoth of f  ield.

3)There's greater depth of f ield behind the main subject than
in f ront of i t .

Note, too, that in the case of lenses with different focal lengths
but of the same maximum f/number, the shorter the focal length
of the lens, the larger the depth of f ield, and vice versa. The
depth of f ield at the taking aperture is indicated by the color-
coded l ines having the same color as that of the aperture set
and which correspond to the distance scale on the focusing
ring. The range is indicated by the distance between the l ines.
Shown in the photo is an example of the dif ference in depth of
f ield with a 50mm f/1.4 lens when using dif ferent aperture set-
t ings at a set focusing distance ol 2m. Control of depth of f  ield
enables selective blurr ing of the background elements of a
picture either to let the major subject stand out or for overal l
sharpness, so that al l  elements in the entire picture f ield appear
sharp. This wil l  give your picture i ts own character, thus making
it dif ferent from other pictures.
Getting the subject in focus is only one aspect of photography.
When you take pictures, be sure to consider depth of f ield, too.

28
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Lens set aIf 11.4
Only  major  sub ject  is  in  focus.

Lens set at f/16
Most obiects near to far are in focus.
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-CONTROLS lN DETA|L-continued

Depth-of-field preview lever @
When a lens with an automatic diaphragm is used, the image
in the viewfinder is viewed with the aperture diaphragm of the
lens wide open. However, pressing the depth-of-f ield preview
lever wil l  cause the lens to be stopped down to the f/number set
to enable you to examine depth of f ield before shooting. The
image in the viewfinder "darkens" according to the selected
f /number- the smal ler  the aper ture ( i .e . ,  the larger  the f /
number), the "darker" the image. Components of the picture
that appear in focus when the lever is pressed wil l  be in the
zone of sharo focus.
Note.'8e sure to press fhe depth-oflield preview lever fully. Also, release
the lever when you depress the shutter release button

Self.timer lever @
This device is useful in self-portraits or when taking a picture of
yourself with other people. Set the self-t imer by turning the lever
as far as i t  wi l l  go in the direct ion of the arrow shown in the
photo. This can be done either before or after the f i lm is ad-
vanced. After the self-t imer has been set, press the shutter
release button. Reflex mirror @ wil l  go up and the self-t imer wil l
start to operate; the shutter is released after a delay of approx.
10 sec. l f  you want to cancel self-t imer operation after the lever
has been set, move i t  back to i ts original posit ion with your
f inger. You can then take the picture the standard way as before.
However, turning the self-t imer lever when i t  is already in
operation wil l  result in the shutter 's being released the moment
the lever is back in i ts original posit ion. Except for B (bulb), the
self-t imer can be used at any shutter speed.

30
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Multiple exposure lever @
Taking a picture of dif ferent subjects or two or more of the same
subject on the same frame means mult iple exposure. To make a
mult iple exposure, observe the fol lowing:
t )  Take the f i rst shot. (Press the shutter release button.)
Z) putt the mult iple exposure lever in the direct ion of the arrow

shown in the photo, as you wind the f i lm advance lever ful ly.
The f rame counter wi l l  not advance; only the shutter is ready
to be released again. Although the f inger pul l ing the mult iple
exposure lever wil l  automatical ly sl ip off  the lever as the f i lm
advance lever is wound, mult iple exposure operation wil l
have been performed correctly.

3)Rtter winding the f i lm advance lever ful ly, take the second
shot.

To take three exposures or more on the same f rame, repeat the
procedures described in 2) and 3).

Note: In multiple exposure photography, the FM2 is designed to reduce
film dislocation to the minimum But it may occur due to film curling, film
slack or inapproprrate f ilm winding

i
Irq
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-CONTROLS lN DETA|L-continued

Memo holder @
To remind yourself of the f i lm type and number of exposures on
the rol l  of f i lm in use, cl ip off  the end of the f i lm package and
insert i t  into the memo holder. Of course, you can use the memo
holder to store anything, including your name card.

ffiffi_

Infrared compensation index @
When you shoot infrared f i lm, note that the plane of sharpest
focus is sl ightly farther away than that in visible-l ight photo-
graphy. As a rule of thumb, you can compensate for this shif t
in focus by referr ing to the infrared compensation index ( in the
form of either a dot or a l ine) near the focusing index on the lens
barrel (Some lenses, including the Reflex Nikkor, do not neeo
compensation.)
After focusing the image sharply through the viewfinder, check
the focused distance and turn the focusing r ing to the left  unti l
the red inf rared compensation index l ines up with the prefocused
distance. Be sure to shoot with appropriate f i l ter, such as the
R60, etc.,  ( tn this photo, the subiect-to-camera distance is ser
at  oo . ) .
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Flash photography
A Nikon e lec t ron ic  f lash  un i t  w i l l  p rove  very  conven ien t  fo r
indoor  o r  n igh t t ime shoot ing  or  fo r  use  in  the  day t ime as  supp le-
mentary  l igh t ing  The FM2's  bu i l t - in  ho t -shoe contac t  @ enab les
direct  mount ing of  the Nikon SB-20,  SB-22,  SB-19,  SB- '18,  SB- '168
or SB- '15 Speedl ight ,  requir ing no specia l  connect ing cords.  When
shoot ing  w i th  a  f lash  un i t ,  you  shou ld  de termine the  aper tu re
set t ing that  corresponds to the shoot ing distance af ter  checking
the  gu ide  number  o f  the  e lec t ron ic  f lash  un i t  o r  f lashbu lb  in  use
Also ,  i f  the  speed l igh t  requ i res  the  use  o f  a  connect ing  cord ,
inser t  the  cord  in to  the  camera  body 's  sync  cord  te rmina l  @.
S ince the  FM2's  ho t -shoe contac t  becomes ac t ive  on ly  when an
e lec t ron ic  f lash  un i t  i s  mounted ,  touch ing  i t  acc identa l l y  i s
harmless
The use o f  f lash  un i ts  no t  p rov ided w i th  a  ho t -shoe contac t *  i s
no t  recommended because acc identa l  f i r ing  is  l i ke ly  to  occur
due to  shor t  c i rcu i t ing  a t  the  contac t  When us ing  such f lash
un i ts ,  Sea l  the  ho t -shoe contac t  on  the  camera  body  w i th  v iny l
tape or  someth ing  appropr ia te  to  insu la te  i t .

The FM2, provided only wi th an X-contact  for  synchronizat ion,
synchronizes wi th the speedl ight  when the shut ter  speed set  is
11250 sec. or slower.
* Old type flash units with metallic leaf spnng on mounttng portion

Synchronizat ion Range
Shut te r  speed
( s e c  )

1  /4000 1 / 2000 / 1 0 0 0 1 / 5 0 0 1 / 2 5 0 / 125 1 / 6 0 1 / 3 0 - 1 B

S p e e d l i g  h t

M  F P  a n d  M F
F l a s h b u l b s

ffi,,,,',.i1'.i,- SYnchronized

li l i i  Cannot be used

Note,' When using a specralelectronic f lash unit with provision for time lag,

an electronic flash unit with long flash duration, the Medical-Nikkor

120mm f /4 tF, or the Nikon Repeating Flash Unit S8-6 at 1 /2 or f ull output,

adjust shutter speed down to 1/125sec or slower. With flashbulbs, set

shutter speed at 1 /30 sec or slower.
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CONTROLS lN DETA|L-continued
%,,. $ x

Picture taken by balanc
34

Ready-l ight @
When the SB-20, SB-22, SB-19, SB-18, S8-'168, or SB-.15 is
attached to the FM2, the bui l t - in LED ready- l ight  te l ls  you when
the speedl ight  is  recycled and ready to f i re or  when the shut ter
speed is set outside sync range, without your having to remove
your eye from the viewfinder. Before you shoot, make sure the
ready- l ight  is  on.  The moment the shut ter  is  re leased, the speed-
l igh t  w i l l  f i re  and the  ready- l igh t  w i l l  go  ou t .
l f  the shut ter  speed is set  between 1/500sec.  and 1/4000 sec. ,  the
ready- l ight  wi l l  b l ink when the speedl ight  is  fu l ly  charged, to warn
you that the shutter speed is outside sync range.
For ready- l ight  avai labi l i ty  wi th speedl ights other than the SB-20,
SB-22,  SB-19,  SB- '18 ,  SB-168,  and SB-15,  re fe r  to  page 35 .

J'

i ng  the  f  lash  exposure  w i th  day l igh t
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Ready-Light  Status Per Shutter  Speed Dial  Set t ing

1/4000 sec - '1 l500 sec Bl inks

1 1 2 5 0  s e c  - 1 s e c L i g h t s  u p  c o n t i n u o u s l y

L igh ts  up  cont inuous ly

Gombination Ghart of Nikon FM2 and Nikon Speedlights

SB-21A Via 45-6 coupler Yes M a n u a l

S B - 2 1 8 D i r e c Yes M a n u a l

sB-20/sB-22 D i r e c Yes Auto,  manual
SB. \l D i r e c Yes Auto
SB-R Direc Yes M a n u a l

SB-7 Via  45-6  coup ler Yes Auto, manua MD
SB.6A Via  45-6  couo ler Yes Auto, manua MD
SB.6 B Direct Yes Auto, manua MD
SB. 5 Direct Yes Auto.  manua MD

sB-11 t14 t140
Via SC-'1 '1 sync cord N o Auto** ,  manua l

V ia  SC-13 sensor  cord Yes Auto**,  manual
Via SC-23 TTL remote cord Yes Manua l

SB-12 Via A5-6 coupler Yes Manua l

S B . 1 O Direct Yes Auto ,  manua l

SB.7E Via  AS-2  coup ler N o Auto ,  manua l

SB-E Direc l Yes Auto

SB-6
Via SC-6 sync cord N o M a n u a l

V ia  AS-2  couo ler  w i th
SC-9 extension cord

N o Auto, manual

R i n g l i g h t  U n i t
SR-2

Via sync cord (provided) N o M a n u a l

M a c r o  R i n g l i g h t
U n i t  S M - 2

Via sync cord (provided) N o Manua l

Med ica l -N ikkor
1 2 0 m m  t l 4 l F

Via 2-pin sync cord SC-20
(prov ided) N o

Via 3-pin sync cord SC-22
(prov ided) Yes

IVotes.'
1) No matter how the shutter speed dial is sef, the speedlight will fire

when the ready-light is on the moment the shutter release button is
depressed

2) fne ready-light will function regardless of whether the camera s ex-
posure meteris on or off .

9 Wnen the camera's exposure meter is on, the LED exposure display
inside the viewfinder shows the exposure condition of the moment
regardless of whether or not the flash fires. lf the shutter speed is sef
at B, the LED exposure display will not be activated

Caution: For flash photography, it is recommended that you use a Nikon
dedicated electronic flash unit which operates at a low voltage current.
Use of any other flash which operates at high voltages may damage the
camera's circuitry. Any damage caused by such use is not covered by
the Nikon Warranty,

*  F lash  ou tpu t  i s  de termined by  the  lens '  ASA/ lSO r ing  se t t ing  The focus ing  r ing  is
coup led  to  the  d iaphragm,  so  as  the  lens  is  focused,  the  aper tu re  i s  s imu l taneous ly
set to provide the correct exposure

**  Wi th  SB-140,  usab le  on ly  fo r  v is ib le - l igh t  f  lash  photography
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ACGESSORIES

lnterchangeable focusing screen$
Three dif ferent types of focusing screens are usable with ihe
Nikon FM2. The Type K2 screen comes with the camera as a
standard accessory. Two optional focusing screens, Type 82
(matte/Fresnel with focusing spot) and fVpe E2 (matte/Fresner
with focusing spot and etched grid l ines) are also avai lable for
the FM2 to match your part icular requiremenrs.

To change focusing screens, follow this procedure:
1. Remove the lens f rom the camera body.
2. Sl ip the small  t ip of the special tweezers (that come with the

optional screens) under the focusing screen release latch @
at the top front of the mirror box casting and pul l  outward to
spring open the holder.

3. Take the screen out by grasping the small  tab with the tweez-
ers .

4. Careful ly posit ion another screen in place with the f lat side
facing down and the side with the tab facing up.

5. Then push the f ront edge of the holder upward with the tweez-
ers  unt i l  i t  c l icks  in to  pos i t ion.

Note: To avoid getting smudges or fingerpilnts on the screen's opticat
surface, do not handle the screen with your fingers

J O
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Focuslng Screen Selector Guide

Sui table for  genera l  photography

Has micropr ism col lar  arqund the
centra l  sp l r t - rmage rangefrnder  spot
With PC-Nikkor  or  lenses having a
maximum aperature s lower than J/4 5,

tne spl r t - image rangef inder  or  micro-
p r i s m  c o l l a r  r s  d i m  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  J o c u s

on the surrounding mat te area

Spli l- image range
f  inder /mic ropr ism
system

Works wel l  for  genera l  photography,

c lose-up photography and dupl icat ion
work Especia l ly  usefu l  f6r  people

who prefer  to  focus on the mat te
focusing spot  at  the center  of  the

s c r e e n ,  o r  w h e n  i l  i s  i n c o n v e n i e n t  t o

use the spl i l - image rangel inder  for

locusing,  as is  the case wi th le lephoto
tenses

|\/atte system

Extremely uselul in pictorial compo-
sit ion Consists of Type 82 matte Jield
wilh etched horizontal and vertrcal
l ines Also useful with PC-Nikkor
lenses

Hor izonta l  and
ver t ica l  l ine
etched system

Type K2
clear-matte screen

Type K
screen

Caution: Type K2/82/E2 focusing screens have a notched tab. lf you use
the Type K/B/E screen, you must make exposure compensation.
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ACCESSORI ES r continued
Glose.uF equipment
The fol lowing are some of the accessories you can use for
close-up photography.
1)Close-Up Lenses No.  O,  No.  1,  No.  2,  No.  3T,  No.  4T,  No.  5T,

No. 6T.
Since these lenses are attached to the front of the lens in
use, metering can st i l l  be done at ful l  aperture.

2) Auto Extension Rings PK-11A, 12 and 13.
g) Bettows Focusing Attachment pB-6.

The Auto Extension Rings and the pB-6 are attached between
the lens and camera body. l f  one of the r ings is used with an
Al lens, exposure determination is at ful l  aperture because
the exposure meter is l inked to the automatic diaphragm of
the lens. As for the PB-6, stop-down exposure measurement
is necessary because the exposure meter is not l inked with
the automatic diaphragm of the lens. you can change magni-
f  icat ions continuously by extending the bel lows.
Note, too, that i t  is possible to use a crose-up lens, r ing and
the PB-6 al l  at the same t ime.

4)  Micro-Nikkor 55mm f  12.8,  AF Micro-Nikkor 55mm i l2.8,
105 mm f l2.B and 200 mm t 14 lF lenses.
These special ly designed lenses for crose-up photography
offer continuous focusing f rom inf ini ty down to 1l2X l i fesize.
The closest focused distance of the lenses are o 25 m
(o.gzt t ) ,  o 23m (o.zst t ) ,  0.41 m ( t .g+t t ) ,  and 0.71m Q.a+f t ) ,
respectively.

Note that in close-up photography, the depth of field is generally
shallow. Thus, you should stop down as much as possible in
photographing a subject with very litt le depth. Also, it is advisable to
use the Type K2's matte outer field for focusing (or to change
focusing screens) because it is not easy to focus with the spLit-
image or  micropr ism r ing.
38

IVote: Non-Al extensron rings such as the pK-1, 2, 3, pN-l , etc cannot be
attached to the FM2

M icro- N ikkors

Auto Extension Rings

Close-Up Lenses
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Motor Drive IUID -12
The use of the MD-12 motor drive unit with the FMz enables
automatic f  i lm advance when the unit 's tr igger button is pressed.
In addi t ion to s ingle- f rame shoot ing,  cont inuous f i r ing at  the
maximum rate of 3.2 f rames per second is possible ( i .e.,  when
the shutter speed set is between 11125 and 1/4000 sec.).  tne
motor drive unit proves very convenient when shooting fast-
moving subjects since the photographer does not have to wind
fi lm manually or take his eye off the viewf inder.
The MD-12 can be mounted onto the FM2 by simply insert ing
and t ightening i ts bui l t- in screw into the tr ipod socket @ at the
base of the camera body. Note that l ightly pressing the MD-12's
tr igger act ivates the FM2's exposure meter.
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Nikon  speed l i gh t s  a re  conven ien t  f o r  shoo t i ng  i n  d im  l i gh t  o r
t ak i ng  back l i t  po r t r a i t s ,  as  we l l  as  f o r  synch ro - sun l i gh t  shoo t i ng
Var ious  mode ls  a re  ava i lab le - f rom speed l igh ts  fo r  beg inners
to those for  professionals.  The Nikon SB-20,  SB-22,  SB-19,  SB-18,
SB-168,  o r  SB-15 Speed l igh t  can  be  d i rec t l y  mounted  on to  the
FM2's bui l t - in hot  shoe. These speedl ights a lso act ivate the
camera's LED ready- l ight  ins ide the v iewf inder which l ights up
when the f lash uni t  is  fu l ly  recycled and ready to f i re,  and bl inks
when the shut ter  speed set  is  outs ide the synchronizat ion range-
all  without having to remove your eye from the viewfinder (see
page 34)

S8.15

:,Ii#,sn*e'
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To keep track of when photos were taken, the FMz accepts the
sl im,  l ightweight  Data Back MF-16.  This back at taches in p lace
of the FM2's regular camera back with no sync cord required
Three impr int ing modes are provided' .  year lmonthlday,  dayl
hour/minute,  or  p ic ture count ing (up to 2000);  each mode is
displayed on the data back in c lear  LCD numerals and pr inted
by LED's,  on the photo in unobtrusive red numerals.  Serv ing
as a handy c lock,  a quartz t imer wi th a larm is  incorporated.
Note; The Nikon FM2 also accepts Data Back MF 12 ln this case, use the
cord provided with the data back to connect the socket contact of the
MF 12 to the sync termrnal of the camera

MF.16
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In cold weather, use the Anti-Cold Battery Pack DB-2, which
accepts two AA-type batteries, as an alternative power supply
to the batteries inside the camera body. Simply connect the
DB-2 to the camera body, then sl ip the assembly inside your
pocket or coat to keep i t  warm. This assures that the camera's
metering system wil l  function even in very cold temperatures.

Screws onto the viewf inder eyepiece to, to provide a viewfinder
image at a 90o angle to the camera's optical axis. Very helpful
for closeup photography, dupl icat ion work and photomicrography.

Attached to the viewfinder eyepiece, this accessory enlarges
the image at the center of the viewfinder to assure ever precise
focusing in closeup photography, dupl icat ion work and tele-
photography.

Attached to the f inder eyepiece, this eyecup excludes strong
l ight and helps prevent eye fat igue.

Accessory lenses that screw onto the viewfinder eyepiece to
enable near-and farsighted photographers to take pictures with-
out having to wear eyeglasses. Nine models are avai lable,
o f fer ing a  cho ice o f  the fo l lowing d iopters :  -5 ,  -4 ,  *3 ,  -2 ,0 ,
+0 .5 ,  +1 ,  +2  and  +3 ;  t he  d iop te rs  rep resen t  t he  comb ined
dioptry of the viewfinder and lens, and not the dioptry of the
eyeprece correction lens only. For best results, choose the eye-

42

piece correction lens most suitable for you only after actual ly
trying out various models at the camera shop.

The screw-type AR-3 makes for vibrat ion-free shutter release

WWW
DG-2 Rubber eyecupDR.3

dae\&s@h /@tr@q@\
k*;' k*--j \a* J U / %*^f s&. /

Eyepiece correction lenses
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As is shown on the table, Nikon f i l ters are broadly divided lnto
the screw- in ,  drop- in ,  and bayonet  type.  For  the Nikon FM2,  the
fi l ter factor can be ignored except in the case of the R6O. When
using the R6O in  tungsten l ight ing,  set  the aper ture one f /s top
wider than the f igure indicated by the exposure meter.
Alotes.'
1) For lens protection, the L37C is recommended.
il When shooting a backlit subject or if there's a bright tight sourge in the

frame, a ghost image is likely to result from the use of a filter. In this
case, you should take the picture without a filter.

Recommended to prevent extraneous l ight from str iking the
lens, Nikon's lens hoods come in four styles: screw-in, sl ip-on,
snap-on, and col lapsible-rubber. Every lens should be f i t ted with
the lens hood special ly designed for i t .  Note, however, that some
lens hoods can be used in common bv several lenses.

For  8o1h Co lor  and
B ack  and.Wh te  F  m

For  B lack  and

For  Bo lh  Co lor  and

B ack  and-Wh le  F  n

For  Co lor  F  m

2 - 1 1 1  ! )
2  \ 1 1

4  \ 2 \

t  !r ,
400  (8  3 l

r  2 ! / r l

2  ( 1 )

1  2  l ' / , )

I  6  ( '1 ' i
2  ?  \ 1 ' / ^ t
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Semi-soft cases, such as Ihe CF-27, CF-28 and CF-29, are
avai lable. The CF-27 case accommodates the FM2 mounted
wi th  a  lens smal ler  than SOmm f /1 .4 .  The CF'28 is  lor  the
camera mounted wi th  any lens f  rom 50mm I l1 .2 Io  105mm f /2 .5 .
When a motor drive is attached to the FM2, use the CF-29 case.
The soft-type CS-16 case is also avai lable.

:  . ,  :
Available are the leather neckstrap AN-l (black), webbed nylon
neckstraps AN-4Y (yel low) and AN-48 (black), and wider
webbed nylon neckstraps AN-6Y (yel low) and AN-6W (brown).

A wide selection of six types to choose from, ranging from a
compact type to a large type which can accommodate large or
bu lky  camera equipment :  FB-8,  FB- l1A,  FB- l4 ,  FB-15,  FB-16
and FB-'17.
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TIPSON BATTERY USE

I

.  Keep batteries away from infants and small  chi ldren. In
case a battery is accidental ly swallowed, cal l  a doctor
immediately as the material inside the batteries can cause
serious oroblems.

o Battery power falls off in extremely cold temperatures and
this may cause the camera's photometeric circuit  to mal-
function. In this situation, use new batteries and protect
the camera body from the cold. Note that battery power
will be recovered as soon as the temperature becomes
normal.

o Should the battery be left  in the battery chamber for a long
period, insuff icient contact may occur due to battery
leakage. Thus, i t  is good practice to periodical ly clean the
battery and the contact section in the battery chamber
with a soft cloth. l f  the battery chamber is stained with a
leaking battery, remove the battery at once and clean
the chamber .

. l f  you're using a pair of batteries, change them at the same
time; never mix new and old batteries.

o When not using the camera for a long period,, take bat-
teries out, and store them in a cool, dry place.

o Never disassemble batteries or discard them in f  i re.
r When using a pair of batteries, make sure they are of the

same maKe.
o Always check battery power before the shooting session

because battery power can become exhausted without
warning. l t  is a good idea to have spare batteries on hand
during a protracted shooting assignment.

o In normal use, a battery's l i fespan is about one year. The
battery packed with this camera, however, is for test pur-
poses only so i ts l i fespan may be shorter than usual.
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Al though the FM2 is  a  tough
and durab le  camera,  bear  in
mind that  is  a  prec is ion opt i -
ca l  ins t rument ,  and that  care
less or  rough handl ing may
damage it .  Observe the fol-
lowing t ips ,  and the FM2 wi l l
always work as perfect ly as
the day you bought  i t .

.  Genera l  y ,  the  camera  does  no l
n e e d  l u b r r c a t i o n

.  Don t  touch the  re f  lex  mi r ro r  o r
the  focus ing  screen to  p revent
thern  f rom get t ing  scra tched
Remove dus t  w i th  a  b lower  type
b r u s h

o l f  the  camera  body  rs  exposed
t o  r a i n  o r  m i s t ,  w i p e  m o i s t u r e
g e n t l y  w i t h  a  s o l l  c t o t h  a n d  d , y
the  camera  Af  te r  us ing  the
ca"nera  near  sa l t  water ,  take
care  tha t  you  w ipe  i t  w i th  a
c lo th  mois tened w i th  pure
waler  to  remove poss io le
t races  o f  sa l t .

.  Do no l  touch the  shut te r  cur
t a i n s

A
c 0

o l f  the  ins ide  o f  tbe  camera  body
a c c r d e n t a l l y  g e t s  w e t .  i t s  i n t e r -
na t  p rec ts ron  par ts  may ge l
rus ty  Take the  camera  r igh l
away to  the  neares t  au thor ized
I ' J  (Op 693 tg r  19 '  a  Cnpckup
w h r c h  m a v  r e O U ' r e  r e p a i r  p a y
m e n l

.  C lean g lass  sur faces  such as
t h e  e n s  o r  t h e  f  i n d e '  e y e p r e c p
wr th  a  b lower - type  brush.  avo id
u s l n g  l e n s  I r s s u e  a s  m u c n  a s
p o s s i b l e .  G e n t l y  w i p e  d i r t ,
s m u d g e s  o r  f  i n g e r p r i n l s  w i t h
so f t  co t ton  mois tened w i th  a
s m a r l  a m o u n t  o '  a b s o l u t e  a .
coho l .  us ing  a  sp i ra l  mot ion
f  rom center  to  per iphery  Make
sure  you leave no  wrprng  t races

o  W h e n  n o t  u s i n g  t h e  c a m e r a  l o r
a  long t ime,  take  ou t  lhe  ba t -
tenes  and s to re  the  camera
away f rom h igh  tempera ture ,
h i g h  h u m i d i t y ,  n a p h t h a l i n e ,  o r
c a m p h o r

4t)
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Caution: Please note that the use
of a spray-gun type blower to
clean the lens may cause posstb/e

damage to the g/ass (especially

when ED g/ass ls used for the
front lens element), by suddenly
lowering the temperature on the
lens surface. To avoid damage.
hold the blower upright. keep its
nozzle more than 30cm away
from the lens surface and move

the nozzle around so that the
stream of air is not concentrated
tn one spot.

r  Note that  stor ing leather cases
r^  a  v ,ny l  bag  nay  cause  the
leather to deter iorate,  so exer-
^  ^ ^  i  , ^  ^ ^ , ^
U  ) E  U U E  U d I  E .

.  C l e a n  m e t a l l i c  p a r t s  w i t h  a
b lower ' type  brush or  w i th  a  d ry ,
so f  t  c lo th

.  Before  us ing  the  camera ,  i t  t s  a
good prac l i ce  to  check  t t  thor '
o u g h l y  f  i r s t

r  l n  a  humid  env  ronment ,  t  i s
best  to sto 'e the cane'a In a
v rny  bag  wr th  a  des iccan t  to
keep away dust ,  moisture and
^ ^  +
> d l

xffi
@
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spEctFtcATtoNs
Type of camera:

Usable  f i lm:
Picture format:
Lens mount:
Shutter:

Shutter speed settings:

Self-timer:

Viewlinder:

Viewfinder display:

Focusing screen:

Mirror:

35mm single-lens ref lex (SLR) focal
plane shutter camera
Any cartr idge-type 35mm fi lm
24mmx 36mm
Nikon F bayonet mount
Vertical-travel, metal focal plane
shutter with t i tanium curtains
1 sec.n,1 /4000 sec. ,  B (bu lb) ;  14
fixed sett ings in al l
Set/cancel type provided; approx.
1O-sec. shutter release delay
Eye-level type, with 93 % f rame
coverage
Shutter speed, f /number, and LED
exposure display for overexposure
+, correct exposure o and under-
exoosure -
Spli t- image microprism type (Type
K2)provided as standard; matte
type (B)and matte with horizontal
and vert ical l ine etchings (f  )
optional ly avai lable.
Quick-return type

Film advance:

Automatic f i lm advance:

Multiple exposure lever:

Frame counter:

Film rewind:

Flash synchronization:

Ready.light:
Exposure meter:

Lever provided; 30o standoff angle
and 135o wind ing angle
Possible with ootional Motor Drive
M D - 1 2
Provided, disengages frame
counter for correct count
Addit ive type (S, 0.v36); auto-
matical ly resets to S when camera
back is opened
By crank provided after f i lm rewind
button is pressed
Buil t- in hot shoe for mounting f lash
unit;  sync cord terminal also
provided; 1/250 sec. sync
Provided inside the viewfinder
TTL center-weighted ful l  aperture
exposure measuring system using
a pair of SPD's (si l icon photodiodes)
as photoelectr ic element; measures
from EV 1 to EV 18 at ASA/lSO
100 and wi th  50mm f /1 .4  lens ( i .e . ,
from 1 sec. at f  11.4lo 1/4000 sec. at
f /B)
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Film sensit ivi ty range:
Power source:

I Exposure meter switch:

Battery power check:

Camera back:

Dimensions:
(camera body only)
Weight:
(camera body only)

ASA/lSO 12,-6400
Choice of one 3V lithium battery,
two 1.55V si lver-oxide batteries, or
two'1 .5V alkal ine-manganese
batteries
Light pressure on shutter release
button switches meter on; meter
stays on for approx. 30 sec. after
f inger leaves button, then auto-
matical ly switches off
LED exposure display inside view-
f inder l ights up when the exposure
meter is switched on i f  there is
suff icient power ( i .e.,  tne shutter
speed dial should be set anywhere
exceot B)
Pops open when the film rewind
knob as the camera back lock is
pushed; detachable; memo holder
orovided.
Approx.  142.5 mm(W) x  90 mm( H)  x
60mm(D)
Approx. 5409

I 
Specifications are subject to change without notice.
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IMPORTANTI

The Nikon FM2 is an Al-type (Automatic Maximum Aperture Indexing) camera
which performs ful l-aperture metering with Al-type lenses such as the Al-Nikkor and
Nikon Series E lenses. The aperture r ings of these lenses are f i t ted with meter
coupling r idges (see i l lustrat ion). Almost al l  lenses now manufactured by Nikon are
the Al type. However, please confirm whether or not your lens is Al before using
i t  wi th the FM2.

Although almost al l  Nikkor lenses that have the Nikon F bayonet mount, as well  as
the Nikon Series E lenses, can be mounted on the FM2, the FM2 cannot be used
with Nikkor lenses that have not yet been modif ied to offer the Al faci l i ty and with
a few special-purpose lenses because the FM2's meter coupling r idge is f ixed, and
the FM2 does not  have a mirror  lock-up mechanism. For par t icu lars,  refer  to the
table below.

Fisheye-Nikkor  6mm f /5  6 Not usable

F i s h e y e - N i k k o r  l O m m  f / 5  6  O P

PC-Nikkor 29mmt14 Ser ia l  No 180901 and h igher  usab le

P C - N i k k o r  3 5 m m  f / 2  8 Ser ia l  Nos  851001 to  906200 no t  usab le

Ref  lex -N ikkor  1000 mm f  /1  1 Ser ia l  No lower  than 142361 and
h igher  than 143000 usab le

Ref  lex -N ikkor  2000 mm f  /  1  1 S e r i a l  N o  2 0 0 3 1 1  a n d  h i q h e r  u s a b l e

Zoom-Nikkor 200-600mm f/9 5 Ser ia l  No 300491 and h iqher  usab le

Zoom-Nikkor  ED 180-600mm f /B S e r i a l  N o  1 7 4 1 6 7  a n d  h i q h e r  u s a b l e

Zoom-Nikkor  ED 360-1200 mm f  /1  1 Ser ia l  No 174088 and h iqher  usab le

Focus ing  Un i t  AU-1 Not  usab le

Other  N ikkor  lenses  tha t  have
not  been mod i f ied  to  o f fe r
the  A l  fac i l i t y

Requ i res  A l  mod i f i ca t ion

Note.' The modification at reasonable cosf of most non-Al Nikkor /enses having a meter
coupling prong is available for the convenience of Nikkor lens users For further information
concerning Al lens modification, please contact your local authorized Nikon dealer.

t _ _
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Requires mirror lock-up

Hi ts  camera 's  meter
coup l ing  lever
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